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Ecology North is a charitable, non-profit organization based in Yellowknife, Northwest

Territories, Canada that was formed in 1971 to support sound environmental decision-

making on an individual, community and regional level.

Ecology North’s programs focus on five priorities: climate change, environmental

education, water, waste reduction, and local food production. A common thread

throughout all of the Ecology North programming is an emphasis on environmental,

social, and community well-being.

Ecology North maintains collaborative partnerships with a number of other local

community and educational organizations to promote public education, sustainable

living and climate change adaptation and mitigation on environmental initiatives.
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MEET OUR STAFF
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Director
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Dear members,

On behalf of the Ecology North board of directors I would like to thank you for

reading our annual newsletter and taking an interest in our organization.

Ecology North is the North's premiere grassroots environmental organization,

dedicated to “bringing people and knowledge together for a healthy northern

environment.” This past year, Ecology North has undergone a major transition,

with the passing of the baton from Craig Scott, our long-serving Executive

Director, to Dawn Tremblay, an Ecology North veteran who has done a

tremendous job steering the organization through a very challenging time. In

2020, Ecology North also adopted a new strategic plan for 2020-2023, ratifying

the incredible work of directors, staff, members, and supporters in providing

guidance and shape to the organization’s efforts over the next few years.

Needless to say, 2020 and 2021 have been unprecedented years for every

human being on Earth. The full weight of the Covid pandemic has likewise

imposed severe constraints on Ecology North's ability to deliver its popular

public education programs. Important fundraising events and community

gatherings had to be canceled like the Spring Coffee House and Fall Harvest

Fair. However, staff were able rise to the occasion by finding alternative means

to delivering environmental knowledge and know-how to the public. Ecology

North even managed to hold a successful Youth Leaders Summit on Northern

Climate Change, luckily just before the resurgence of the pandemic in late

August and September.

2021 also marks the 50th anniversary of Ecology North. Ecology North has

blossomed from its humble beginnings as a collection of friends concerned

about the Giant Mine pollution to an environmental organization with a long

and respectable track record in educating the public on ecological thinking in

the North. Unfortunately, like the 50th anniversary of Earth Day in 2020 that

went by without much of a commemoration, we have not yet been able to

properly mark the date given the resurgence of Covid this Fall. However, we do

plan on still holding an in-person event as soon as it becomes safe to do so. Stay

tuned!

Best Regards,

Rajiv Rawat

Chair of the Board of Directors
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FUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS
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Numerous individual donations from people like you!



We've received a ton of positive feedback on our

original four northern adaptation guides, and have

published three new ones! These are plain-

language, illustrated versions of northern

infrastructure standards, designed to help

communities adapt critical infrastructure to the

impacts of climate change.

SEE THE GUIDES

Planning Fire

Resilient Communities

Treating Wastewater

in the North

Operating Solid Waste Sites

NORTHERN ADAPTATION GUIDES
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

C L I M A T E  S O L U T I O N S

This project provided an

opportunity for NWT

youth to increase their

knowledge of climate

change and develop their

communication skills.

Eight youth participated in

communications training

with local journalists.

Youth then took part in a

"takeover" of Ecology

North's social media

pages, creating posts

about their experience

with climate change and

ways that they take action.

CLIMATE
COMMUNICATIONS

13 posts
were made!

https://ecologynorth.ca/project/northern-adaptation/


The goal of this project was to encourage youth to learn about climate change and be

empowered to use that knowledge to take some form of climate action in their community.  

This training took place as a series of live-streamed webinar workshops, hosted in early

2020. Following the webinars, youth were provided with mentorship opportunities and were

given small grants to help fund climate action projects. Three youth received grants and

completed climate action projects in Tuktoyaktuk, Behchoko, and Hay River. Projects

included hosting Earth Week events, creating a local food cookbook with students, and

learning more about traditional foods.
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

C L I M A T E  S O L U T I O N S

CLIMATE ACTION TRAINING

SLOPE STABILITY

SUMMER OF SMOKE UPDATE

Ecology North, the Rat River

Development Corporation, Wilfrid

Laurier University, and Netruh-EBA

Consulting Ltd. are working together

on a multi-year project to evaluate

the stability of a major slope in Fort

McPherson. The pandemic has

caused delays, but we are looking

forward to continued work on

this important project.

A research paper about the 2014 Summer

of Smoke was published in The BMJ

(British Medical Journal) in February 2021.

Click the link above to read the paper.

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/2/e037029


The Young Leaders' Summit on Northern Climate Change 2021 brought together northern

youth from across the three territories. Presenters, mentors, Elders, and youth shared their

knowledge and inspiration on topics ranging from climate change, decolonization, and

patriarchy; to food sovereignty; to climate change impacts on health. We were honored to

host the Summit at BDene Adventures, outside of Dettah. Cultural activities including hand

games, beading, and plucking ducks enhanced the natural cross-cultural sharing that comes

from bringing passionate northerners together. Other highlights included the Mock Arctic

Council neogication led by Bridget Larocque and Whitney Lackenbauer, and climate justice

with Daniel T'seleie and Will Greeves.
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

C L I M A T E  S O L U T I O N S

YOUNG LEADERS' SUMMIT ON NORTHERN CLIMATE CHANGE

Yukon: 4 Participants

NWT: 7 Participants

Nunavut: 6 Participants



This poster was created to provide easy, tangible actions for individuals and communities to

take climate action.  
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

C L I M A T E  S O L U T I O N S

ADAPTATION 2020 POSTER
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E D U C A T I O N

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AT A GLANCE:

Ecology North offered sessions during the city day camp's Love the Earth week. Each day had

a different theme: Water, Waste, Climate Change, Local Food and Species at Risk.

CITY DAY CAMP

38
Public events

hosted, incl.

events in Dettah,

Lutsel K'e, Norman

Wells, and Hay River

1,510
People engaged at

public events




110
Teachers

and educators

engaged


832
Youth reached




26
Total sessions






A
N

N
U

A
L

 N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 | 1
1

P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E D U C A T I O N

COVID-19 ACTIVITY KITS

BEES

In response to the Yellowknife/Dettah/Ndilo

lockdown in May 2021, we began offering

personalized activity kits for kids across the

NWT. So far, we have packaged and delivered

over 40 kits to kids in Yellowknife, Norman

Wells, Liidlii Kue (Fort Simpson), and Inuvik.

Kits include a selection of activity sheets and

booklets, resources for parents and guardians,

and equipment to promote at-home and

outdoor learning.

In collaboration with Canadian Parks and

Wildlife (CPAWS), we created field guides

for identifying and tracking bees and a

range of stickers encouraging the public to

go pesticide-free!

OTHER EVENTS WE HOSTED:
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

L O C A L  F O O D  P R O D U C T I O N

HARVEST FEST CONTEST

SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAM

Spring came swiftly with Ecolog North staff excited to get outside and garden with students.

Sessions were facilitated at Mildred Hall School, Range Lake North School, Weledeh Catholic

School, École St. Patrick's School, and École Sir John Franklin School. We also provided

supplies and collaborated with staff at Home Base, formerly Hope's Haven, so they could do

their own garden work. Everyone was excited to see the school garden programs run in a safe

way, outside, during the pandemic. Support was provided by Wilfrid Laurier Centre for

Sustainable Food Systems.

5 Schools 
11 sessions per school 
104 different students 
100% according to the COVID-19 safety guidelines.  

An invitation to run a gardening education session with students from Deh Gáh elementary

school came in the spring. Dawn and Emma hit the road and met students and staff from the

grade 3 class. Along the different activities, the worms were the most popular.

In lieu of an in-person Fall Harvest Fair, we hosted an online contest, asking people to

submit photos of their harvest. Categories included "Funniest Looking Vegetable"

"Prettiest Bouquet", and "Most Uncommon Vegetable". We recieved over 40 entries from

across the NWT!



SEE THE GUIDE
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

W A S T E  R E D U C T I O N

SUSTAINABLE EVENTS GUIDE
In 2020, Ecology North received funding from the

Waste Reduction and Recycling Initiative Fund to

draft a sustainable event guide for NWT

communities. The next steps are to trial the guide,

integrate user feedback, and finalize the guide in

2021. As with a lot of things, COVID-19 threw a

wrench in the plan. How could we trial an event guide

with no events happening? 

WASTE REDUCTION EDUCATION
Throughout the summer, Ecology North supported the City of Yellowknife by providing

education at the blue bin recycling stations. The City can’t recycle if the categories get all

mixed up or full of garbage. Ecology North fundamentally supports waste reduction and

recycling initiatives. Keep up the great work recycling Yellowknife! 

Reduce first,Reduce first,Reduce first,

then reuse,then reuse,then reuse,

then recycle!then recycle!then recycle!

WASTE REDUCTION WEEK
Waste Reduction Week 2020: COVID-19 edition featured presentations about circular

economy, a Salvage Swap hosted by the City of Yellowknife, and a DIY workshop. We also

hosted a waste forum on impacts of the pandemic on waste reduction and management,

including highlights from the Salvation Army and the Salvagers Unite facebook page.

https://ecologynorth.ca/project/northern-adaptation/
https://ecologynorth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/sustainable-events-guide_20180111_final_online.pdf
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

W A T E R  S T E W A R D S H I P

WATER STEWARDSHIP GROUP
In the fall of 2020, we launched a Youth Water Stewardship Group. This group is made up of

youth from across the territory, we meet virtually every month to learn about different facets

of NWT water stewardship.

WATER STEWARDSHIP GATHERING

In August 2021, we hosted an on-the-land water stewardship gathering on Ka’a’gee Tu

territory, just outside of Kakisa. 12 youth, aged 18-30, participated in this Gathering,

including Water Stewardship Group participants, and members of the Ka’a’gee Tu First

Nation. The Water Stewardship Gathering has been hosted annually since 2018, but this is

the first time we have been able to host it on-the-land and during open water season.

Thanks to our partners, Ka’a’agee Tu First Nation, Wilfrid Laurier University, and

Environment and Natural Resources for making this on-the-land version such a success!
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

W A T E R  S T E W A R D S H I P

WATER WEEK
Water Week 2021 had some hiccups, including having to postpone an event due to poor

weather conditions, but was a great success all-told! We hosted a virtual talk with Daniel

T'seleie, two film screenings, and the extremely well attended Ice Road Run to Dettah. The

Ice Road Run saw over 100 participants - with people running, walking, and biking, some

with their dogs and/or children, we even had one participant who ice skated! 

RIVERS TO OCEANS

Rivers to Oceans Day (R2O) made a triumphant

return after being canceled in 2020 due to Covid-19.

The outdoor event saw over 200 students in grades

one and five participate in engaging experiential

learning activities. A range of aquatic ecosystems

stations were delivered by partnering federal

government agencies, territorial government

departments, and non-profit sector organizations.

The week after R2O, we organized three "mini-

R2Os" at schools that weren't able to join the main

event due to Covid-19 capacity restrictions. These

mini-events were a huge success!  
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

O T H E R  E V E N T S  A N D  A D V O C A C I E S

EARTH WEEK

2021 FOLK ON THE ROCKS
Kate Shanrey Mendoza did an excellent job of coordinating the Environment Team at Folk on

the Rocks! Ecology North was thrilled the festival proceeded in a safe way. Patrons

generated a total of 16,788 beverage containers, around 90% small aluminum cans and the

other 10% was made up from small plastic and glass containers. 

Although a COVID-19 outbreak in Yellowknife disrupted Earth Week

towards the end, we still managed to host and coordinate 18 different

events across Yellowknife, Dettah, Lutselk'e, Hay River and Norman

Wells. We had everything from seed starting workshops to renewable

energy discussions, from Dene drumming to a baby clothes swap, and so

much more. Thank you to everyone involved for making this happen! 
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P R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

O T H E R  E V E N T S  A N D  A D V O C A C Y

TRASHFORMATION
Ecology North was honored to be a part of the annual

Ramble & Ride Festival again this year AND be the

first to host an event in the Wildcat Cafe since it

closed its doors in 2019, in collaboration with the

Yellowknife’s Artist Collective. Trashformation is an

event that is no stranger to the YK community, the

public are asked to create art out of their ‘trash’ to

bring awareness around reducing and reusing your

waste. 16 pieces of art were displayed by 15 different

artists in Yellowknife. The picture displayed is of the

winning piece created by Diane Boudreau titled

‘Musk-quito’. Thank you to the NWT Arts Council for

the funding for this event. Did you know this was The

Moment on CBC’s The National? 

EVALUATING NWT'S
RENEWABLE ENERGY
TECHNOLOGIES:
ALTERNATIVES NORTH
This document, spearheaded by

Alternatives North, highlights three

questions we, and the government,

should be asking to ensure that we

are tackling the largest greenhouse

gas emitters in the NWT. Following

the publication of this document,

Alternatives North gave a

presentation on the topic as part of

Earth Week 2021.



Photo by: Rachelle Janisse

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

Make a monthly donation (tax

deductible)

Become a member ($10 annual

membership fees)

Join one of our committees

Help plan and organize social events

Donate your bottle refunds to our

account at the bottle depot

If you like what we do, there are many

ways to help:

Published by:

5016 50th Avenue, Lower Level

Yellowknife, NT

Email:  admin@ecologynorth.ca

Phone: 867-873-6019

OUR BOARD MEETINGS
ARE OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS.

www.ecologynorth.ca

http://ecologynorth.ca/

