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Ecology North is a charitable, non-profit organization based in Yellowknife, Northwest
Territories, Canada that was formed in 1971 to support sound environmental decision-
making on an individual, community and regional level.

Ecology North’s programs focus on five priorities: climate change, environmental
education, water, waste reduction, and local food production. A common thread
throughout all of the Ecology North programming is an emphasis on environmental,
social, and community well-being.

Ecology North maintains collaborative partnerships with a number of other local

community and educational organizations to promote public education, sustainable
living and climate change adaptation and mitigation on environmental initiatives.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Dear members,

On behalf of the Ecology North board of directors | would like to thank you for
reading our annual newsletter and taking an interest in our organization.

Ecology North is the North's premiere grassroots environmental organization,
dedicated to “bringing people and knowledge together for a healthy northern
environment.” This past year, Ecology North has undergone a major transition,
with the passing of the baton from Craig Scott, our long-serving Executive
Director, to Dawn Tremblay, an Ecology North veteran who has done a
tremendous job steering the organization through a very challenging time. In
2020, Ecology North also adopted a new strategic plan for 2020-2023, ratifying
the incredible work of directors, staff, members, and supporters in providing
guidance and shape to the organization’s efforts over the next few years.

Needless to say, 2020 and 2021 have been unprecedented years for every
human being on Earth. The full weight of the Covid pandemic has likewise
imposed severe constraints on Ecology North's ability to deliver its popular
public education programs. Important fundraising events and community
gatherings had to be canceled like the Spring Coffee House and Fall Harvest
Fair. However, staff were able rise to the occasion by finding alternative means
to delivering environmental knowledge and know-how to the public. Ecology
North even managed to hold a successful Youth Leaders Summit on Northern
Climate Change, luckily just before the resurgence of the pandemicin late
August and September.

2021 also marks the 50th anniversary of Ecology North. Ecology North has
blossomed from its humble beginnings as a collection of friends concerned
about the Giant Mine pollution to an environmental organization with a long
and respectable track record in educating the public on ecological thinking in
the North. Unfortunately, like the 50th anniversary of Earth Day in 2020 that
went by without much of a commemoration, we have not yet been able to
properly mark the date given the resurgence of Covid this Fall. However, we do
plan on still holding an in-person event as soon as it becomes safe to do so. Stay
tuned!

Best Regards,

Rajiv Rawat
Chair of the Board of Directors
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Planning Fire
Resilient Communities

= ]
Operating Solid Waste Sites

CLIMATE
COMMUNICATIONS

This project provided an
opportunity for NWT
youth to increase their
knowledge of climate
change and develop their
communication skills.
Eight youth participated in
communications training
with local journalists.
Youth then took partina
"takeover" of Ecology
North's social media
pages, creating posts
about their experience
with climate change and
ways that they take action.

PROGRAM

Treating Wastewater
in the North

NORTHERN ADAPTATION GUIDES

We've received a ton of positive feedback on our
original four northern adaptation guides, and have
published three new ones! These are plain-

language, illustrated versions of northern

impacts of climate change.

infrastructure standards, designed to help
communities adapt critical infrastructure to the

CLIMATE COMMUNICATIONS: YOUTH TAKEOVER

—

ecologynorth « Following

ecologynorth Hello friends!!

My name is Kaatje (shefher], from
the Ecology North Youth Social
Media Campaign. | was born and
raised in Yellowknife, and | am
currently in grade ten. | have always
been interested in environmentalism
and wildlife preservation, but it was
not until | learned about the Zero
Waste/Low Impact movement that |
started to pursue climate action
maore urgently. Since then, my
journey has been all over the place!
Vams maetiaistasiss | p

Inbmrnntad In sk
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& Liked by adrienne.schmalz and 21 others

CLIMATE COMMUNICATIONS: YOUTH TAKEOVER

UPDATES

ecologynorth = Following

ecologynorth One of the hurdles
for me in starting to enact
environmental action has been my
fear of making mistakes or not
being “perfect” in achieving my
goals. Something | have had to
come to terms with is that for
things to be sustainable for the
planet they alsoc need to be
sustainable for myself. It is
impossible for one person to be the

et rackact® avameala af an ace.

oQv N

17 likes
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https://ecologynorth.ca/project/northern-adaptation/

MAMAQTUQ

Mangilaluk School Traditional
Food Cookbook

CLIMATE ACTION TRAINING

The goal of this project was to encourage youth to learn about climate change and be
empowered to use that knowledge to take some form of climate action in their community.

This training took place as a series of live-streamed webinar workshops, hosted in early

2020. Following the webinars, youth were provided with mentorship opportunities and were

given small grants to help fund climate action projects. Three youth received grants and
completed climate action projects in Tuktoyaktuk, Behchoko, and Hay River. Projects
included hosting Earth Week events, creating a local food cookbook with students, and
learning more about traditional foods.

SLOPE STABILITY

Ecology North, the Rat River
Development Corporation, Wilfrid )
Laurier University, and Netruh-EBA 4

.3

Consulting Ltd. are working together ok 2 L B SRR B PO

SUMMER OF SMOKE UPDATE

on a multi-year project to evaluate
the stability of a major slope in Fort
McPherson. The pandemic has
caused delays, but we are looking
forward to continued work on
this important project.

A researcﬁl paper about the 2014 Summer
of Smoke was published in The BMJ

Click the link above to read the paper.

PROGRAM UPDATES

(British Medical Journal) in February 2021.
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https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/2/e037029

YOUNG LEADERS' SUMMIT ON NORTHERN CLIMATE CHANGE

The Young Leaders' Summit on Northern Climate Change 2021 brought together northern
youth from across the three territories. Presenters, mentors, Elders, and youth shared their
knowledge and inspiration on topics ranging from climate change, decolonization, and
patriarchy; to food sovereignty; to climate change impacts on health. We were honored to
host the Summit at BDene Adventures, outside of Dettah. Cultural activities including hand
games, beading, and plucking ducks enhanced the natural cross-cultural sharing that comes
from bringing passionate northerners together. Other highlights included the Mock Arctic
Council neogication led by Bridget Larocque and Whitney Lackenbauer, and climate justice
with Daniel T'seleie and Will Greeves.

M Yukon: 4 Participants | .
NWT: 7 Participants

e it

Nunavut: 6 Participants

PROGRAM UPDATES
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CLIMATE SOLUTIONS

ADAPTATION 2020 POSTER

This poster was created to provide easy, tangible actions for individuals and communities to
take climate action.

Prioriti : heah'ng‘
0 supplement of heating with bermoss heating

0 swep-cut oid wood stoves For new
ebficient ores

0 Colect Frewood localy
0 use sustandsty sourced pellets
LY

0 store breweed and diesel away From
your home

O Prune or remove low branches, shrubs,
and dead leaves around your home ik
you live near the bush

0 Buld with fire-resistant materis

| O Clear leaves and bronches of your roof

0 Eat localy harvested meat ard fish
0 Roie chickers

0 Use a community Freezer

W) O Harvest northern berries ond plants
A\ 07 Host cammurity Feasts with locd Foods

0O Ory, con ard pm your Fal harvest
ﬂﬂmyurmwc

I*l omean;:m dGSCanadn

Try energy-saving tips*

0 Turn ights ofF when not in use

O Switch to LED khts

01 Sed ledks arcund doors ond windows
0 Add plastic Himto your windows in winter
1) Wash clothes neokd water and hangdry
0 Purchase ENEREY STAR applances

O Create an Adapiaten Plan
0 Create an Emergency Plan

0 Create Hazord Meps For Hoods,
permabrost thaw. and widand fires

O Peclare a clmate emergency
O support elecine. vehicle chargry statiors

use Fewer petroleum products’
0 Refuse plastic bags, straws and stir shcks
0 Drk tap water. not bottied water

0 Serve water n pitchers with
reusakle cups at events

0O Wear naturd Fabrics and furs
0 store Foed in rewsabe contaners

Curb emissions From driving'
00 Wolk, bikes ski or kicksied nstesd
O Carpoal to your destination

O use 4-siroke n boats.
snowmckies. ATVs

O Pert ide longer fhan GO seconds

O spend 23 miutes warmng your
viehicke I cold weaiher

O Crganize a clmate march. lice
Fridays For Future

O Start o petihon

Prevent damage to your home®

O Provide fhe graund with shade From
trees or buldngs

0 tse open skirtrg to let air Bow under
‘mr_rh:nt

O Dorit store #hngs under or beside yaur hame

0 Clear away snow pies From your home
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AT A GLANCE:

o 110 1,510

38 People engaged at
Total sessions

Teachers .
public events

and educators Public events

engaged hosted, incl. 556 -
832 3 events in Dettah, ﬁ ’
Youth reached \\' Lutsel K'e, Norman
Wells, and Hay River

CITY DAY CAMP

Ecology North offered sessions during the city day camp's Love the Earth week. Each day had
adifferent theme: Water, Waste, Climate Change, Local Food and Species at Risk.

———

PROGRAM UPDATES
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COVID-19 ACTIVITY KITS

In response to the Yellowknife/Dettah/Ndilo
lockdown in May 2021, we began offering
personalized activity kits for kids across the
NWT. So far, we have packaged and delivered
over 40 kits to kids in Yellowknife, Norman
Wells, Liidlii Kue (Fort Simpson), and Inuvik.
Kits include a selection of activity sheets and

Ix

and equipment to promote at-home and
outdoor learning.

OTHER EVENTS WE HOSTED:

ECOLOGY NOﬂ'I'H

Eccdogy Northgecsentsc 2020-21 Yel!owkniie
Yellowknife Bird Walk EIPIREIAS DI C ot H APPENING
with Reid Hildebrandt TO US
{5016 Fankiin Ave) e Smrday Jamlaryz # FILM
Saturday July3,2021 SCREENING
SOt 0es a1 Ecolagy o« 506 ranklin Aveniss] an a:m SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
s lqu St -m ad ou 6:30PM - 7:00PM
kmw“x g Bt :- £ Nonrufg:_ g :I::E‘IIJ' EPLACE.
Contactemmagecologynorth.a
or call 8736019 for mare information.
kaﬁ:h@tz‘jl:‘(?é“ck?;l'lll‘f’:k IF YOu
: HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
st i == ECOLOGY NORTH
o . e i

In collaboration with Canadian Parks and
Wildlife (CPAWS), we created field guides
for identifying and tracking bees and a
range of stickers encouraging the public to
go pesticide-free!

PROGRAM UPDATES

booklets, resources for parents and guardians,
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9 LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION

SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAM

Spring came swiftly with Ecolog North staff excited to get outside and garden with students.
Sessions were facilitated at Mildred Hall School, Range Lake North School, Weledeh Catholic
School, Ecole St. Patrick's School, and Ecole Sir John Franklin School. We also provided
supplies and collaborated with staff at Home Base, formerly Hope's Haven, so they could do
their own garden work. Everyone was excited to see the school garden programs run in a safe
way, outside, during the pandemic. Support was provided by Wilfrid Laurier Centre for
Sustainable Food Systemes.

5 Schools

11 sessions per school

104 different students

100% according to the COVID-19 safety guidelines.

An invitation to run a gardening education session with students from Deh Gah elementary
school came in the spring. Dawn and Emma hit the road and met students and staff from the
grade 3 class. Along the different activities, the worms were the most popular.

et
A

HARVEST FEST CONTEST
In lieu of an in-person Fall Harvest Fair, we hosted an online contest, asking people to
submit photos of their harvest. Categories included "Funniest Looking Vegetable"

"Prettiest Bouquet", and "Most Uncommon Vegetable". We recieved over 40 entries from
across the NWT!

PROGRAM UPDATES
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WASTE REDUCTION WEEK

Waste Reduction Week 2020: COVID-19 edition featured presentations about circular
economy, a Salvage Swap hosted by the City of Yellowknife, and a DIY workshop. We also
hosted a waste forum on impacts of the pandemic on waste reduction and management,
including highlights from the Salvation Army and the Salvagers Unite facebook page.

SUSTAINABLE EVENTS GUIDE
Community Events In 2020, Ecology North received funding from the
Sustainability Guide Waste Reduction and Recycling Initiative Fund to
draft a sustainable event guide for NWT
communities. The next steps are to trial the guide,
integrate user feedback, and finalize the guide in
2021. As with a lot of things, COVID-19 threw a
wrench in the plan. How could we trial an event guide
with no events happening?

WASTE REDUCTION EDUCATION

Throughout the summer, Ecology North supported the City of Yellowknife by providing
education at the blue bin recycling stations. The City can’t recycle if the categories get all
mixed up or full of garbage. Ecology North fundamentally supports waste reduction and
recycling initiatives. Keep up the great work recycling Yellowknife!

Reduce first, | —

then reuse, e
then recycle! -
¥ = | v

The Waste Hierarchy

€T | ¥3L1L3TSMIN TVNNNV
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https://ecologynorth.ca/project/northern-adaptation/
https://ecologynorth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/sustainable-events-guide_20180111_final_online.pdf

€4) WATER STEWARDSHIP

WATER STEWARDSHIP GROUP

In the fall of 2020, we launched a Youth Water Stewardship Group. This group is made up of
youth from across the territory, we meet virtually every month to learn about different facets
of NWT water stewardship.

WATER STEWARDSHIP GATHERING

In August 2021, we hosted an on-the-land water stewardship gathering on Ka’a’'gee Tu
territory, just outside of Kakisa. 12 youth, aged 18-30, participated in this Gathering,
including Water Stewardship Group participants, and members of the Ka’a’'gee Tu First
Nation. The Water Stewardship Gathering has been hosted annually since 2018, but this is
the first time we have been able to host it on-the-land and during open water season.
Thanks to our partners, Ka'a’agee Tu First Nation, Wilfrid Laurier University, and
Environment and Natural Resources for making this on-the-land version such a success!

PROGRAM UPDATES
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RIVERS TO OCEANS
Rivers to Oceans Day (R20) made a triumphant

The outdoor event saw over 200 students in grades
one and five participate in engaging experiential
learning activities. A range of aquatic ecosystems
stations were delivered by partnering federal
government agencies, territorial government
departments, and non-profit sector organizations.

The week after R20, we organized three "mini-
R20s" at schools that weren't able to join the main
event due to Covid-19 capacity restrictions. These
mini-events were a huge success!

WATER WEEK

Water Week 2021 had some hiccups, including having to postpone an event due to poor
weather conditions, but was a great success all-told! We hosted a virtual talk with Daniel
T'seleie, two film screenings, and the extremely well attended Ice Road Run to Dettah. The
Ice Road Run saw over 100 participants - with people running, walking, and biking, some
with their dogs and/or children, we even had one participant who ice skated!

‘hllowknifa

e-Road

Run

WHERE: Ice Road entrance by Rotary Park

FILM SCREENING } ‘_-’

,;_.,-_-W‘ﬁﬁaékenzie

RiverBasin

WHEN: April 10th, 2021 from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

g = : ECOLOGY NORTH i‘
e --“":,.:@" @%ﬁ%’%m g m:r_.,,':‘?; .

return after being canceled in 2020 due to Covid-19.
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OTHER EVENTS AND ADVOCACIES

ECOLOGY NORTH. { APl
EARTHWEEK g EARTH WEEK

ALL EVENTS ARZ FREE! DONA'I'JDNS ARE KINDLY ACCEPTED

punssrresmmmy  Although a COVID-19 outbreak in Yellowknife disrupted Earth Week

PAS‘:PORT e
ALLWEEK  RENEW) ERGY SCAVENGER HUNT

Liriﬁm“m.,hyxmmwmz towards the end, we still managed to host and coordinate 18 different

e dranem from the
YELLOWHKMNIFE CAR SHARE CONTEST

e e s events across Yellowknife, Dettah, Lutselk'e, Hay River and Norman

CIJMATE CHANGE Cmﬂ“n’ CONTEST

| SEEESRERIEEE  Wells, We had everything from seed starting workshops to renewable

MONDAY. APRIL 19
5c15—7'00PM BIKE TUNE UP

e semneamen ] €nergy discussions, from Dene drumming to a baby clothes swap, and so

will b & harid 13 i et your bike rausd-ready.

1200 o SEED ST WORKSOP much more. Thank you to everyone involved for making this happen!

e ‘elowknite Farmers Market in the I\l\ld’lhev
lwhslmm»dwnwu:u o

Regiter
‘on their social medis pages.

G:00-9:00PM  FISH SCALE MTWSHOP
I et 1

Ilﬂ)— 1:00PM RENMLE ENERGY TALK
t mlm;nnmnmwm critical questionn 1o |:|
P one o I
&:00-8:00PM PAIN'I' NIGHT: NDR‘I‘HF.I\N STARRY MIGHT
Jesin The Rainbiows Coal

Energy Aliance for David Attenborough's new flm
A Lite O Cur Planet’ followed by short fims of inspirational
things being done in the North,

5:15-7.00PM f_DMMUNIT\' LlTlEItm up

mm..-.—..-mng g, chaning) En mﬂ\ﬁ!mD
B sabety

|ﬂAM-|2?M BABY STUFF SWAP
Baby shuff swap./free store! Deop off donations.
i Morth by April 17, Mo donations necessary to wm \m
e wall be door prizes for thoss wha attend. Masks required.
1:00-4:00PM DUTDW“COFF[EHOUSE
il Ecology North Coffee Houns COVID- 17 aditiont
1 ot s 5 e o o ki la i, it o
Aev unk. e 3 35008 1 thare your best Ecology Morth siries
M 50° Anviversary celebr

?‘W W’N.KFOKCIIM!\TIE -
i st et T I Apm. oo 2 Ty “Lage D
s Coopy s o

EARTH WEEK 202 b
&nml::mt:vcu}m: mw u _— ﬂ
"1 =

etssazanons.  ADAND 3§ e sra _J! %Jm
A

2021 FOLK ON THE ROCKS

Kate Shanrey Mendoza did an excellent job of coordinating the Environment Team at Folk on
the Rocks! Ecology North was thrilled the festival proceeded in a safe way. Patrons
generated a total of 16,788 beverage containers, around 90% small aluminum cans and the
other 10% was made up from small plastic and glass containers.

9T | ¥3L13TSMIN TVNNNV
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OTHER EVENTS AND ADVOCACY

TRASHFORMATION

Ecology North was honored to be a part of the annual
Ramble & Ride Festival again this year AND be the
first to host an event in the Wildcat Cafe since it
closed its doors in 2019, in collaboration with the
Yellowknife's Artist Collective. Trashformation is an
event that is no stranger to the YK community, the
public are asked to create art out of their ‘trash’ to
bring awareness around reducing and reusing your
waste. 16 pieces of art were displayed by 15 different
artists in Yellowknife. The picture displayed is of the
winning piece created by Diane Boudreau titled
‘Musk-quito’. Thank you to the NWT Arts Council for
the funding for this event. Did you know this was The
Moment on CBC'’s The National?

EVALUATING NWT'S
RENEWABLE ENERGY
TECHNOLOGIES:
ALTERNATIVES NORTH

This document, spearheaded by

This guide offers three simple but critical questions to inform conversations

Alternatives North, highlights three T Tt o T i Mot e et ey
. How do we know how realistic or beneficial each technology is?
queStlons We, and the government’ The three most important questions are:
should be asking to ensure that we A1:Wla perceniage of b ot amlons s i wiplicat e
are tackling the largest greenhouse #2:What s the estimated total emissions’ reduction this could
. ) . achieve by 2030?
gas emitters in the NWT. Following S i the Wiy in Pt e ecela i o e
saved?

the publication of this document,
; T et e e et et e o Tt
Alternatlves North gave a w:rﬁl?i,and irElplement those solutions on a scale and timefraz,'le that will make a
. . difference.
presentation on the topic as part of
Earth Week 2021.

)
->i<. Alternatives North

PROGRAM UPDATES
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Published by:

11} OUR BOARD MEETINGS
% ARE OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS.
5016 50th Avenue, Lower Level

Yellowknife, NT

Email: admin@ecologynorth.ca
Phone: 867-873-6019 www.ecologynorth.ca

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

If you like what we do, there are many
ways to help:
e Make a monthly donation (tax
deductible)
e Become a member ($10 annual
membership fees)
¢ Join one of our committees
e Help plan and organize social events
e Donate your bottle refunds to our
account at the bottle depot



http://ecologynorth.ca/

