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NWT 24-hour PM2.5 ambient standard (28 µg/m³)

June 13
The Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources reports 11 active 
fires, nine of which are suspected to 
be caused by human activity.

June 18
The street lights turn on in the middle 
of the day in Fort Smith after thick 
smoke rolls in from a fire burning in 
Wood Buffalo National Park.

July 6
Campers are evacuated from Reid 
Lake Territorial Park and are soon re-
placed by firefighters who use the 
park as a staging area.

July 25
Residents of Whati are told to remain 
indoors with the windows closed as 
smoke billows into the community 
from a nearby fire.

July 30
The proximity of a fire to Jean Marie 
River prompts three dozen residents 
to vacate to Fort Simpson until con-
ditions improve.

Black smoke, falling ash, and a mid-
summer thunderstorm blot out the 
sun in Yellowknife.

August 18
The Ministry of the Environment and 
Natural Resources announces that 
over 35,000 square kilometres of 
forest had been lost to the fires.

Three hundred and two fires continue 
to burn across the territory.

August 11
Fire and smoke continue to harass 
roadways, causing officials to re-
schedule Territorial Court sessions in 
Behchoko because of the potentially 
dangerous driving conditions.

August 8
The odour of smoke in Stanton Terri-
torial Hospital operating rooms forces 
the postponement of several elective 
procedures.

August 5
Auxiliary support firefighters begin 
training in Dettah.

July 18
The Minister of Environment and 
Natural Resources tells the media that 
the firefighting efforts are coming at a 
cost of “about a million dollars a day.”

SEPTEMBER 2
The firefighting effort comes to a close 
as the last of the crews retire for the 
season after successfully meeting 
their objectives.

June 27
Most of the 50 residents of Kakisa 
leave the community after a volun-
tary evacuation order. The fire came 
within 100 metres of homes. 

Residents return from Hay River or 
Fort Providence once the evacuation 
order is lifted more than a week later.

July 2
The stretch of Highway 3 between Be-
hchoko and Fort Providence is closed. 

Poor visibility due to smoke and 
burning fires encroaching upon the 
roadway forced authorities to close 
the highway on 25 occasions during 
the summer.

July 14
A massive wall of fire crosses Highway 
3 between Behchoko and Fort Provi-
dence, melting the pavement surface 
and destroying signage.

August 3
At 7:00 pm, the concentration of air-
borne fine particulate matter reaches 
873 μg/m3, the highest recorded level 
of the season.

July 21
Smoke inside the Yellowknife office 
of the Workers Safety and Compen-
sation Commission sends about 100 
employees home for the day.

This timeline plots Yellowknife 
air quality data from the summer 
of 2014 in juxtaposition with 
stories pulled from a Northern 
News Services restrospective 
which looked back at a very 
memorable forest fire season.
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