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Climate Change

BUILDINGS

Action We Can Take in Our Community!What’s the Impact in Our Community? 

in Our Community? in Our Community! 

Possible Impacts
As permafrost melts, the ground can  

become less stable for buildings, particularly those 
buildings that were designed to rely on permafrost.

Increased and more variable snowfalls and 
changing snowdrift patterns can damage buildings.

Higher shipping costs may make fuel  
and electricity more expensive.

Storms and floods can create serious water 
damage in buildings.

Take Action!
ACTION

Prepare a schedule and check and maintain the 
foundations of community buildings  

and houses regularly.
 

BENEFIT
Save money by doing regular maintenance 

(leveling) and reducing expensive repairs. 

ACTION
Have a geotechnical study done for all  

potential new building sites, and follow its 
recommendations in detail. 

Make sure that drainage, erosion, and permafrost 
have been considered, and that the building 

foundation is suitable for the site.

BENEFIT
Save money by reducing the chance  

of future building failure and including the cost of 
making buildings ready for climate change  

in the initial design.

ACTION
Develop and implement a community energy plan.

BENEFIT
Reduce fuel use and save on fuel costs.

This poster was produced by Ecology North. For more information 
contact us at (867) 873-6019 or info@ecologynorth.ca.  

www.ecologynorth.ca

Ecology North is grateful for the financial assistance  
provided by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and the  

Government of the Northwest Territories.
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