
Commonly	seen	in	
mixed	flocks	

ID Card 
(Euphagus	carolinus)	

Brownish,	or	black	with	rusty	edged	
feathers	in	the	spring	and	fall	

Similar	in	size	
to	a	robin	

Pale	yellow	eyes	

Thin	pointy	
bill	

Black	or	charcoal	gray	in	
summer	

23
cm

	

Brewer’s	Blackbird	

	

Common	Grackle	

	

Red-Winged	Blackbird
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Seen in the NWT Similar Species 

Southern	NWT	
Thicker	
More	iridescent		

Bluish	head	
Longer	beak	
Larger	bird	

Stout	Beak	
Black	Eyes	

Males:	Red	shoulders	
Females:	Brown	plumage	



	

Causes	of	
decline:	
Habitat	loss	in	
its	winter	range	
and	climate	
change	in	our	
boreal	forests.	

Be a Citizen Scientist! Report your Sightings! 
You	can	help	contribute	to	our	understanding	of	this	species	

It’s	easy!	Just	visit:	http://ebird.org/content/ebird/about/	
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NWTSpecies/	

or	email	wildlifeOBS@gov.nt.ca	

Rusty Blackbird Under Threat? 

Image Credits:  Rusty Blackbird illustrations by Signed. Bird head illustrations: Peterson Field Guide to Western 
Birds, 1990, p. 306-9.		Range map: Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2013. 

The	rusty	blackbird	is	
a	sensitive	species	in	
the	NWT.	

Its	population	has	
dropped	by	85%	
in	the	past	50	
years.	
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