
Recipe #2 

The Dehcho Garden
 

 
 
 
 

This soil mix is designed for the Dehcho garden. This region has relatively good soil 
that often just needs a boost of nutrients. 

Fish and yard waste provide a good base that can be amended with manure if there 
is some available. Grass clippings and aquatic plants make excellent supplements if 
they are available. This mix includes a variety of nutrient sources and if enough 
materials are available can serve as a great recipe for making wholesome soil in 
bulk. 

! Gather mineral soil or sand that is rich in organic matter, loose and dark.
! Mix in yard waste (leaves, needles, green plants, garden trimmings, grass

clippings) and woodchips, sawdust, shredded paper or cardboard.
! Add manure if available.
! Add water to the soil and turn the soil until it feels moist like a wrung out sponge.
! Keep the pile moist by watering weekly (water is key to maintaining biological

activity).  Turn the pile with a shovel or pitchfork in three weeks, and again
every two weeks (this will help aerate the soil) for the remainder of the summer.

! If the pile smells like rotten eggs, mix it up or turn it over - it is missing oxygen.
! In three months, your soil will be ready.
! Spread directly onto your garden, or use to fill a planter or raised bed.

1 wheelbarrow Mineral Soil 
1/2 pail Yard Waste and Forest Litter 
1/4 - 1/2 pail Fish Waste 
1/4 pail Manure  
5 cups Woodchips, Sawdust or Shredded Paper 

Water 
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Make ten times as much for a garden 
bed of this size.

The recipe on the front of this card is 
enough for a garden bed of this size.
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